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Diane Wojtowicz

From: pilot plane [flyer70_2000@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 8:04 AM
To: pilot plane; Nyw Group Safety; Nyw Staff; nywg.commanders@nywcap.org; Steve Perta
Cc: Sean Neal (CAP - Safety); mwmartin@nycap.rr.com; Diane Wojtowicz; Jean-Pierre Moreau
Subject: Re: Monthly Safety: Landing Tips

 
 

For Widest Dissemination:  
 
Pilot Proficiency 

Energy Management on Final 
Proper energy management on approach can transform a landing from good to gorgeous. 
By Stephen Pope July 7, 2015  
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AN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;/&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&am
p;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;sites&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&a
mp;amp;gt;/&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;flyingmag
&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;.&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&
amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;com&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;
amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;/&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;am
p;gt;files&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;/&amp;amp;lt;
/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;styles&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp
;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;/&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN
&amp;amp;gt;medium&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;_
&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;1x&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN
&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;_/&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;
amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;public&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&am
p;amp;gt;/&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;import&amp
;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;/&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;a
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mp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;2015&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;l
t;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;/&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;s
ites&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;/&amp;amp;lt;/SPA
N&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;all&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&am
p;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;/&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;a
mp;gt;files&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;/_&amp;amp
;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;images&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;
amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;/&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;
SPAN&amp;amp;gt;201507&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;am
p;gt;/&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;tip&amp;amp;lt;/
SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;-
&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;final&amp;amp;lt;/SPA
N&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;-
&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;approach&amp;amp;lt;
/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;.&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&
amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;jpg&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&a
mp;amp;gt;?&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;itok&amp;
amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;=&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;a
mp;gt;&amp;amp;lt;SPAN&amp;amp;gt;UZ8XaLQb&amp;amp;lt;/SPAN&amp;amp;gt;&amp
;amp;lt;/A&amp;amp;gt;&amp;amp;quot; /&amp;amp;amp;gt; Enlarge 
Tip Final Approach 
Photo: Purdue 
After making a few circuits in the pattern in a Legend Cub at the Sentimental Journey Fly-
in in Lock Haven, Pennsylvania — the site of the original Piper Cub factory — I stuck 
around to watch the other taildragger pilots do their thing. I was heartened that every 
single one of the Cub drivers made picture-perfect landings, touching down in one graceful 
three pointer after another. 
Their secret, of course, was proper energy management on approach. If one pilot was little 
high and slow on final, he'd dip the nose or perform a baby slip to put him back on target 
speed and height for an ideal roundout and touchdown. It was a thing of beauty to watch. 
Too many pilots who fly larger, more complex airplanes ignore the art of energy 
management in the pattern, flying all the way to the ground well above stall speed and 
landing fast with a very low descent rate. Normally these types of landings will work out OK 
with a satisfying squeak of the mains, but it's bad form. Carrying excess speed into the 
roundout means landing longer with more wear on tires and brakes and greater risk for 
damage or injury if something goes awry. 
They say any landing you can walk away from is a good one, but try flying your approaches 
at the proper target speed and watch them transform from good to gorgeous. 
 
 
 
 
For CAP: 
Larry Mattiello, Lt Col, CAP 
NYWG Ass't SE 
NY001 
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